                          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Hymn -                   “How Great Our Joy”                       Page 144
*Benediction
       L. Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you”
      P. Response: “And also with you.

      L: “Go now in peace”.

*Extinguishing of candles

*Postlude

Worship Service: We welcome you today December 11th the Third Sunday of Advent! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Donna Novinger and family in loving memory of Donna’s mother Nancy Feidt, husband Dave and other relatives.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec. 11 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Dec. 13 - 5:30-6:30PM - Free Community Meal Pickup

Dec. 18 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School)

Jan. 1, 2023 - New Year’s Day - 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online  (No Sunday School)
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                            December 11, 2022

                   Third Sunday of Advent
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Leon Shaffer
December 11, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday of Advent

          (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                               Susan Faust                

Call to Worship: (Responsive)                                    

L:  Let us come before the Lord rejoicing as we anticipate the birth of Christ.
P:  Let us come before our God with thanksgiving for he has blessed us beyond measure.
ALL: With praise and thanksgiving let us worship the Lord our God.
L: Come, let us worship together. 

     Advent Wreath (Light Pink Advent Candle)   Derron & Madeline Pellman
       *Hymn -   “Good Christian Men Rejoice”  (Verse 2 & 3)    Page 151         

*Invocation  

*Confession:  (In Unison)
               Almighty God, we who are aware of your power made known to us in the Babe of Bethlehem, realize that we ought to prepare the way for your coming into the lives of others. You have given us the task of witnessing to the hope for renewal that you hold out to all, but we confess that we have not always taken up our responsibility. Forgive us for our shortcomings, Lord, and encourage us as we try to proclaim the good news that Christ came into the world that everyone might have life, and have it abundantly. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
The Psalm: 146:5-10 (Responsive)                                   
L: Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God,
P: Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps truth forever,
L: Who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD gives freedom to the prisoners.
P: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD raises those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
L: The LORD watches over the strangers; He relieves the fatherless and widow; 
P: but the way of the wicked He turns upside down.
L: The LORD shall reign forever--
P:  Your God, O Zion, to all generations.
ALL:  Praise the LORD!
Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)

We know that God is in the world -- was and is and will be. God made it all, and continues to renew and remake and resurrect. We know God best in the life of Jesus, who was and is our maker of hope, the one who saves. We know the power and energy of God in the Holy Spirit. We are filled with God’s joy and pledged to discipleship and love. We trust in God. We celebrate God. We work together for justice and peace through God. We are never alone. We are free in the chosen bonds of the ways of the Christ. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
Hymn -                    “What Child Is This?”            Page 137
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614 

Scripture:                       Luke  1:47-55                Sharon Fetterhoff
                          (Page 78 NT Pew Bible)
Message:  “Finding Joy in the Midst of Life’s Surprises”       
Dedication of Offering      
PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Sara Herb, (Rehab, Shirley Miller’s sister-in-law);  *Ed Dobbin, (Helen Simpson Rehab. Hosp. Rm.  280, 4300 Londonderry Rd, Harrisburg, PA 17109); *Ed Berra, (had medical procedure); *Carol Knight, (Recovering from knee replacement Surgery); *Gerry Wiest & Gloria Duttry & Family of Lamar Ressler; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Carl Miller; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Charlie & Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Jen Sung;  J. S. Miller; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Bonnie Lidle; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.




WE EXTEND OUR DEEPEST CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Gerry Wiest and Gloria and Alvin Duttry and families as their brother Lamar Ressler went to be with the Lord recently. We pray God surrounds these families with His loving presence, comfort and peace.
LAY READERS:  Dec. 11 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Dec. 18 - Sue Faust; Dec. 25 - To be announced; Jan. 1, 2023 - Bridget Campbell. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

 SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Dec. 11 - Ken Bechtel; Dec. 18 - Marie Herb; Dec. 25, 2022 and Jan. 1, 2023 - No Sunday School.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday December 13th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Chicken, filling, corn, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Dec. 9th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box is in the church foyer until December 18th for Christmas cards.  If you wish to give individual cards for members and friends currently attending Worship Services on Sundays, the cards will be on the tables in the back of the sanctuary. 
      However, you may send one card to The Valleys congregation if you prefer which will be displayed on the bulletin board. Please check each time you come into church for your cards.  
Addresses for shut-ins and members and friends who are still not coming to church will be in bulletin in December (addresses will not be posted on our church website online for privacy and security reasons). Please call (717-896-3118) the church office or email church office at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com  if you need someone’s address. 

             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *********************************************************

TOYS FOR TOTS are using the social hall to sort toys until Dec. 16th Toys distributed on Sat. Dec. 17th. This year they have many more children who need toys, especially toys for girls for families (also need for boys and girls ages 10-13).
 If you wish to donate any NEW toys (for ages Baby to Age 13) to Toys for Tots, please bring UNWRAPPED toys in by (or before) December 12th.  
They also can use help to sort toys. See Ann Hale or Donna Novinger if you are interesting in volunteering to sort toys.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – Join us on Saturday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  We use battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing. 
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICE will begin at 10:15AM. There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day.

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 1, 2022​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 15, 2023.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on January 15, 2022 following 10:15AM Worship Service. A covered dish meal will be shared following the meeting (meat will be provided by the church). 

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be held on Wednesday January 17, 2023. All newly elected Elders and Deacons please attend the meeting.
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS: We no longer have Giant Gift cards for sale.  
                          A Prayer for Christmas

    The internet reveals little about Wilda English — only that she lived from 1916 to 1997 and once resided in California. No details exist about her family, work or interests. Just this prayer, widely shared online. And it is no small thing. Indeed, the prayer tells much about her faith.

     God bless Wilda English for sharing these words with the world. May they continue to inspire many!
   God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith;
   the warmth of Christmas, which is love;
   the radiance of Christmas, which is purity;
   the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice;
   the belief in Christmas, which is truth;
   the all of Christmas, which is Christ.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                        Devotion for December 11, 2022

Invocation:  

God our Father, we have come in from the world where a thousand things are being glorified and confuse everyone.  Now we find ourselves in the presence of your mystery and it is you alone who deserves praise and the bending of our wills and desires.  Let this hour of worship reinforce our dependence upon your love, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.
Scripture:
Psalm 146:5-10



Luke 1:47-55

Sermon:

“Finding Joy in the Midst of Life’s Surprises”


Christmas is meant to be a joyful time, and in the stories of Christmas from the Biblical to the secular there is a theme of joy in the midst of surprises that runs through them. From the secular side, there’s the story of a broken nutcracker that becomes a prince. Scrooge faces up to himself and ends up singing for joy. A guy named George who lost everything discovers that it’s a wonderful life after all.


Yet joy goes beyond these Hollywood recreations of fantasy.  Joy at Christmas is real.  Angels bring good news of great joy to shepherds. Wise men respond with exceedingly great joy, and when a young maiden finds herself with child out of wedlock, her spirit rejoices.   Now this was a big problem for Mary – It was a disgrace to her family to be pregnant out of wedlock.  Women were put to death for this kind of thing.  What would Joseph think?  What would her family do?  But in spite of all this she rejoices in God her Savior.


We read about this Joy Mary had.  And we want that kind of Joy.  Maybe we have it.  Maybe we don’t!  But if we don’t have it, we surely want it, and want to keep it!   So what is it about Mary?  What can we learn from her?

1.   We learn from Mary that she trusts that God is always present.  Joy is an interesting word.  It doesn’t always have an automatic opposite created by adding an "un" or "dis" to it. For example, there is pleasure and displeasure, there is happiness and unhappiness but there is no dis-joy or un-joy.  Joy is something that can take place no matter what else is going on.


And here we have it.  With everything that could go wrong, Mary trusted in God and was filled with Joy.  In Luke 1:44-45 – “When you came in and greeted me, my baby jumped for joy the instant I heard your voice! 45You are blessed, because you believed that the Lord would do what he said.”


Mary’s trust in the Lord to receive God’s gift of a Son, and to do His will leads to a leap for joy. Recognition of Jesus is not based on my expertise, but His revealing of Himself as He did to John in Elizabeth’s womb. The result? John realizes God is always present, and his response is a leap for joy.


John the Baptist is not the only one leaping for joy, so is the psalmist in Psalm 28:7, "The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song." 

The power of joy flows out of a relationship with Jesus. Take Jesus out, and the joy is gone as well. It’s been proven that programs to help people who are in need and down and out, for whatever reason, those programs are more successful if they are backed with prayer and Bible Study.  But you take out the relationship with Jesus and the success rate starts to go down.


2. We learn from Mary to keep our priorities in order – Jesus, Others, You.  Mary sings of God as her number one priority in Luke 1:49-50 – “God All-Powerful has done great things for me, and his name is holy. 50He always shows mercy to everyone who worships him.”

Joni Eareckson Tada knows about joy.  Quadriplegic, physically impaired due to a diving accident, she has a prime excuse to wallow in despair.  She has been in a wheelchair for 55 years.  55 years which God has done amazing things in her life.  She knows about joy.  She once told about being surrounded by a crowd of women in a break at a Christian women’s conference.  One woman said, “Oh, Joni, you always look so together, so happy in your wheelchair.  I wish that I had your joy!  How do you do it, she asked.  


Joni glanced at the nicely dressed women around her.  She knew that the break would soon be over.  How could she answer this woman’s question in about 60 seconds?  How could she sum up what had taken her three decades to learn?


“I don’t do it, she said, that raised their eyebrows.  “In fact, may I tell you honestly how I woke up this morning?”  Several women leaned against the counter to listen.


“This is an average day,” she breathed deeply.  “After my husband, Ken, leaves for work at 6:00 A.M., I’m alone until I hear the front door open at 7:00 A.M.  That’s when a friend arrives to get me up.  While I listen to her make coffee, I pray, ‘Oh, Lord, my friend will soon give me a bath, get me dressed, sit me up in my chair, brush my hair and my teeth, and send me out the door.  I don’t have the strength to face this routine one more time.  I have no resources.  I don’t have a smile to take into the day.  But You do.  May I have Yours?  God, I need You desperately.”


“So, what happens when your friend comes through the bedroom door,” one of the women asked.


“I turn my head toward her,” said Joni, “and give her a smile sent straight from heaven.  It’s not mine.  It’s God’s.  And so,” she said, gesturing to her paralyzed legs, “whatever joy you see today was hard won this morning.”  The women in the restroom were silent.  “And,” said Joni, “it’s the only way to live.  It’s the Christian way to live.”


Joy comes from keeping your priorities in order. Jesus, Others, You.  Jesus puts it this way in Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.’ 38This is the most important, the first on any list. 39But there is a second to set alongside it: ‘Love others as well as you love yourself.”

Jesus, Others, You.  Sometimes we get it out of order, and it’s – You, Others, Jesus, but that’s backwards and that kind of joy is short lived.  Or there’s Others, Jesus, You.  Sounds ok, but even with yourself in 3rd place it leaves you with a sour taste because God must come first.   Jesus, You, Others is deceptive because it has Jesus first, but places others to a lower place where they weren’t meant to be. The only way to have lasting joy is to follow the order of the letters – JOY – Jesus, Others, You.

3.  We learn from Mary that we are to REJOICE no matter what life brings because God is my Savior. Mary starts her song of praise in Luke 1:46-47, - Mary said, “My soul praises the Lord’s greatness! 47My spirit finds its joy in God, my Savior.” 

Have you ever gone with your kids or Grandkids to Chucky Cheese and played that whack an alligator game.   What happens is this alligator pops his head out of a little hole and you hit it and it goes back in. Then it starts going faster and faster. And the more you hit it the more points you get.


Well, I want you to think of the alligator as your problems.  When that alligator of difficult problems come at you, you whack it with the truth that God loves you no matter what.  And even though the problem is still there, at least the bite goes out of it. It goes back into its hole

Peter reminds us of the power of the truth of God as our Savior in 1 Peter 1:3, 8-9, "3Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! Because of his great mercy he gave us new life by raising Jesus Christ from death. This fills us with a living hope … 8You love him, although you have not seen him, and you believe in him, although you do not now see him. So you rejoice with a great and glorious joy which words cannot express, 9because you are receiving the salvation of your souls, which is the purpose of your faith in him."

Joy comes not merely as a baby in a manger at Christmas, but as a Savior who dies on a cross for us, and rises from the dead. Joy comes from realizing no matter what life brings, God is my Savior.


In the early 1970’s, Look magazine gathered a variety of thinkers to attempt to analyze the problems of our world as a decade was dawning. They came to this conclusion, “Joy is the missing ingredient in our culture.” Not a really new discovery since Robert Louis Stevenson noted years ago, “To miss the joy is to miss everything.”


We are called to share the missing ingredient in our world. Most people would settle for a merry Christmas, but we offer a joyful life.  And the difference is you are merry for a season, but you can be joyful for eternity.  There is a limit to merriment, but there is no end to joy. For joy can be there no matter the circumstance for we trust that God is always present.


When you think you’ve had all the joy you can tolerate, you’ve only reached your limit, but not joy’s limit. By keeping your priorities in order – Jesus, Others, You – you are invited to take joy to the Jesus level of living.

Helen Keller said, “Joy is the holy fire that keeps our purpose warm and our intelligence aglow.” That purpose burns brightly when we rejoice that no matter what life brings, God is my Savior and adding that ingredient to the life of others leads them to leap for joy. Amen.
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:
Merciful God, it is beyond our knowledge and understanding to put into words the wonders of your coming to be among us, and all that it revealed to us and continues to be revealed to us.  We praise you for the birth of you Son, a light that is still shining and showing your glory to us.  Accept our worship that comes from hearts filled with awe and wonder.

We thank you, Lord God, for creating the world and for sending your Son to redeem it.  We thank you that He became human for our sakes, died on a cross and was raised by your power.  We thank you that he is exalted in glory yet remains always with us through the power of your Holy Spirit.  We thank you for all who helped prepare the way for your Son, and for all who have walked the way of our Savior, and all who have made Jesus known to us this day.  In gratefulness we dedicate ourselves to following in His way, however hard it may be.  May we, your church, seek to prepare the way for you to come into the lives of others.  Help us to make this church a place of learning to lead each other deeper in the knowledge of your grace.  Help us to make this congregation a place of healing where the anxious and depressed, the sick and the bereaved, and those who don’t recognize their own worth, may find acceptance and love so that through us they will see your glory and know that they are your beloved children.  You are here among us, Lord.  Comfort and heal your people so that all may know the wholeness of spirit that you desire for us.  Be with those today who we name___________________.

Be also with us in our celebrations, birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, and this special celebration of your Son’s birth.  Lord, hear our prayers in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.
Benediction:
And now may God fill you with His joy.  Let His joy live in your hearts and share the joy of Christ with all you meet.  Amen.
